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Boone County Chess Club 
 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Our son is a student at Connor Middle School and is starting a chess club for middle school aged 
kids in Boone County. If you think your child may be interested - even if he or she has never 
played chess before - please read on. The club has several goals. It will: 
 teach kids to play chess who have never played before 
 help kids who already know the basics to get more experience 
 provide opportunity for those with experience to be challenged regularly  
 provide kids with an opportunity to teach chess to less experienced players 
 provide opportunities for leadership roles in the club 
 allow opportunity to participate in optional tournaments  
 be aimed at learning, having fun, and developing leadership, courtesy, and good 

sportsmanship 
 
Details 
1. Location: The club will meet weekly at the Boone County Library LENTS BRANCH at 

3215 Cougar Path near the Connor Campus.  
2. Dates and times: The club will meet Tuesday evenings from 6:00 to 7:00 PM when school is 

in session beginning on October 6 and ending on May 19, 2015. 
3. Structure and format: The bulk of each "Meeting" will be centered around developing 

chess-playing skills. Each "meeting" will have at least 2 matches:  
o Teaching match: a more experienced player will be matched with a less experienced 

player with the purpose of the more experienced player teaching the less experienced 
player how to improve their skills. So the weaker player will learn about chess, and the 
stronger player will learn how to teach. Teaching chess (or anything) is one of the best 
ways to master it, and learning to teach is a lifetime skill from which any person may 
benefit.  

o Peer Match: the second match will involve players of roughly equal skill playing each 
other.  

4. Tournaments: 
o At the end of the season (April/May 2015), we will have an optional tournament within 

our own club for those interested in competing.  
o If there is interest, we may also enter the Queen City Chess Tournament in the Spring. If 

we do elect to participate, individual members may opt out for any reason.  
5. Fees: There is no membership fee. There will be optional fees for those who decide to 

compete in tournaments (if we decide to do so) and for club t-shirts (if we decide to get them).  
6. Leaders: Those who apply for and are selected for leadership roles will be expected to attend 

2-4 organizational meetings each year. We will have these meetings immediately before the 
Club meetings at the library. The Application for Leadership is attached and should be 
submitted along with the Application for Membership.  

7. Club management: The club will be largely run by and directed by the student members 
with adult guidance. Although I or another adult will be present during each club meeting, 
the kids will run the meetings after we get underway.  
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This is what we expect of you and your child:  
1. Attendance: Students who can not come regularly (at least 3/4 of the time) should 

probably not join until they are able to do so.  
2. Notification of attendance: students must be able to reliably let club leaders know at 

least 24 hours in advance if they are going to be able to attend each meeting (for planning 
of matches, etc). This will be set up by the club leaders to be as simple as possible and 
will probably be done through email.  

3. Promptness: Members are expected to arrive on time so that their opponents are not kept 
waiting.  

4. Courtesy: Members are expected to be courteous toward one another as well as other 
patrons of the library. If this is a skill your child needs help developing, we will work 
with your child on this, and we may also encourage you to be in attendance during 
meetings.  

5. Sportsmanship: Students will be expected to be good sports. Those who struggle with 
this will be coached/mentored on developing this attribute.  

6. Teaching: As each meeting will begin with an experienced player working with a less 
experienced player, the members with greater experience will be called upon to teach the 
less experienced member. Your child need not have experience teaching chess or 
anything, just a willingness to do so. In this way, we hope the club will help your child 
"learn" to teach.  

 
How to get started: 

1. Application Form for Membership (See Below): Please have your child fill out the 
attached application form if your child is interested in becoming a member. 

2. Parent Permission (See Below): Please sign the Parent Permission form which is at the 
bottom of the Application Form for Membership (no application will be accepted without 
a signed Parent Permission).  

3. Application Form for Leadership (See Below): If your child is interested in a 
leadership role, please have your child fill this out and submit it along with the 
Application for Membership.  

4. Submit form(s), scan them, and submit by email at your earliest convenience: 
BooneCountyChessClub@gmail.com (use PDF format if possible) 

5. Response: We hope to have the chess club membership and leadership rosters finalized 
soon and will notify all applicants by the end of September.  

 
Waiting list for membership: This is a new club, and we really don't know what the interest 
level will be. We do know that there is limited space in the library, and there are no other 
clubs like this in the area. So, if it turns out that the number of kids who want to join is 
greater than the number that we can accommodate, then we will select members generally on 
a first come basis, and we will start a waiting list so that we can add members if there are 
drop-outs or if we decide to expand. We seek diversity in membership skill level, so please 
do not be concerned if your child has little or no experience. More than anything, we seek 
members who are enthusiastic about chess and who will be regular and reliable.  

 
Sincerely,  
J. Loftus 
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Application Form for Membership 
Scan and submit to   BooneCountyChessClub@gmail.com 

 
Name:_____________________________ Age on 9/1/2014:_______  DOB:________ 
 
Grade in Fall 2014 (circle one):   6th   7th   8th  School:_________________________ 
 
Chess experience 0-6: (Check the one or two most accurate statements) 
□ 0 - I have never played before, but I want to learn 
□ 1 - I know how to move the pieces but can’t think beyond the current move 
□ 2 - I can sometimes think 1 move ahead of the current one 
□ 3 - I can usually think 1 move ahead of the current move, sometimes more 
□ 4 - I can usually think 2-3 moves ahead of the current move 
□ 5 - I can think many moves ahead, including the many possible moves of my opponent 
□ 6 - I can play multiple matches at the same time.  
 
Number of years playing chess: (check one)  Total number of times you have played chess 

 whether against another person or computer. A 
match is a match! (include partial matches) 

□ Never 
□ 1 months 
□ 1-3 months 
□ 3-6 months 
 

□ 6-12 months 
□ 1-2 years 
□ 2-4 years 
□ > 4 years 
 

 □ 0-10 
□ 10-25 
□ 25-50 
□ 50-100 

□ 100-200 
□ 200-500 
□ 500-1000 
□ >1000 

 
Parental Contact information: Please include contact information for ALL parents/ guardians, 
whether they live with the child or not.  
 
Parent/Guardian name(s):  _______________________   _______________________ 
 

Parent/Guardian phone:  ______-_____________  ______-_____________ 
 

Parent/Guardian email:  ____________________   ____________________  
 
Parent Permission Form: 
I am the legal parent/guardian of ________________________. I give my permission for 
him/her to participate in Boone County Chess Club.  

 I will do my best to make sure that my child is on time for meetings, and I understand that 
this is important.  

 I am aware that even though there will be an adult present at the meetings, the adult is not 
responsible for supervising the children; the children will be responsible for their own 
behavior.  

 I am aware that if I am late in picking my child up after each meeting, there will be no adult 
with my child.  

 
 
____________________________  ________________________ _________ 

Parent/Guardian Printed Name  Signature     Date
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 Application Form for Leadership 
Scan and Submit to   BooneCountyChessClub@gmail.com 

 
Please indicate the leadership positions that you would like to apply for by placing a check mark 
next to each. You may express interest in more than one, and if so, please indicate your order of 
preference. If selected for a leadership role, you will not be selected for more than one.  
 
Name: __________________________________________ 
 
___ Communication Chairperson: Will be responsible for sending out communications (most 
likely emails) regarding meetings and any other communications; will be responsible for making 
weekly list of members who plan to attend each meeting; will send the list to the Match 
Chairperson; will respond to queries about the club. (estimated: 1-2 hours per week).  
___ Match Chairperson: Will get list from communications chairperson each week to know 
who will be at each meeting; will create list for each teaching match and each peer-level match 
each week; will organize matches at the start of each meeting. (estimated: 1-2 hours per week) 
___ Website Chairperson: Will set up website (single page) using Wordpress and update when 
necessary. The domain BooneCountyChessClub.org has already been acquired, and the hosting 
has been paid for. This Chairperson would set up this one-page website within 1-2 months and 
update it as necessary during the year. Having a parent or family member who is familiar with 
website administration would be helpful but is not necessary. (estimated: 2 hours per week 
during the first 1-2 months, then 15 min per week thereafter). 
___ Treasurer: Will be responsible for collecting fees for tournaments, or t-shirts or the like. 
The club will not have a bank account, so whenever the collection of fees is involved, the 
treasurer will be responsible for taking the money to a bank and having a cashier's check issued 
to make the payment. This will be necessary at most 2 times each year. Obviously, a parent 
would need to be able to help the child with these transactions. (estimated: 10-15 hours total over 
the course of the year).  
 
Please answer the question:  
Why are you interested in the leadership role or roles that you have checked above? If you have 
any experiences or resources (parents count as resources) that you feel will help you with the 
role(s) you are applying for, please include information about that as well.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________ 
Signature 


